6 Thursday 15th January 2009

Artist Neil Gall is a worried man
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rlists drawn into
space bhattle

| Report pinpoints impact
of 2012 Olympic Games

HACKNEY artists have wel-
comed a report that high-
lights mounting pressure on
studio space in the borough.

The report, released last week by
the National Federation of Artists
Studio Providers, examines the
impact of the 2012 London Olym-
pics on the provision of working
space for artists in the five host
boroughs.

SPACE whose headquarters are
based in London Fields, has lost
10,000 square feet over the past
four years, according to the report.

SPACE chief executive officer,
Anna Harding, said the reduction
was down to a natural cycle of leas-
es expiring rather than demand for
land from developers in connection
with the Olympics.

Ms Harding said: “It is becorh-
ing harder to find the kind of prop-
erties'we need to keep rents afford-
able.

“There are an increasing number
of big commercial developers mov-
ing into the area who are not inter-
ested in supporting the artistic
community.”

SPACE 1s home to 600 artists in
18 buildings in five London bor-
oughs, 10 of which are in Hackney.

The lease on the Deborah House
building in Hackney, near Belsham
Street and Moming Lane, expires
in 2011.

Ms Harding said negotiations to
renew the lease were imminent and
she was fearful that the building’s
rent might become unaffordable, or
the property even could be sold off
to developers.

Neil Gall, of Hackney Road, one
of the artists based at the building,
said: “Of course, we are worried.

“There is a strong artistic com-
munity here that would be destroy-
ed if the studios were lost.”

SPACE is holding its annual
symposium next Thursday (Janu-

1 o~

by LEE PEART

ary 22) when artists will be given
the opportunity to put thel.r case to
policy makers.

Fiona Fleicher Smith, Hackney
Council’s director of neighbour-
hoods and regeneration, who will
chair the panel, said: “We're aware
there is a long waiting list of artists
needing studios, which is why we
already work with SPACE to make
council buildings available for rent.

“QOur campaign to ensure the
2012 media centres are transform-
ed into a regional hub for media
and creative industries after the
Games includes the aim that
affordable artists’ studio space
would be available.”

Speakers include Martin Reid,
senior project manager at the Cul-
tural Industries Development
Agency, John MecGill, director of
the North London Strategic Allia-
nce, and consultant David Powell.

The debate starts at 2pm and car-
ries on until Spm.

On the same day, a special meet-
ing at-Hackney Wick Community
Centre will give residents the
chance to quiz the Olympic Deli-
very Authority, the company
responsible for staging the Games.

The event starts at 3pm at the
centre in Eastway, Hackney Wick,™
and stalls will provide information
on jobs and training, an update on
work being carried out on Hackney
Marshes and how the Olympic
Park legacy will be shaped.

The meeting will provide an
update from 7pm on the develop-
ment work carried out on the
Olympic park, including progress
on the media centre scheduled for
Hackney Wick

For more information, contact
Helen Goodsell on 020 8356 3975,
or at helen. goodsellChackney-
gov.uk



